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SANTA CLARA COUNTY
AND CITIES BOUNDARIES

AUGUST 2019

Santa Clara LAFCO is a state mandated independent
local agency established to oversee the boundaries
of cities and special districts in the county.

The mission of LAFCO is to promote sustainable
growth and good governance in the county by:

» Preserving agricultural lands and open space;
» Curbing urban sprawl;
» Encouraging efficient delivery of services;

» Exploring and facilitating regional opportunities
for fiscal sustainability; and

» Promoting public accountability and transparency
of local agencies.
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Local Agency Formation Commission
of Santa Clara County
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UNIQUE GROWTH MANAGEMENT

FRAMEWORK

When LAFCO was created in 1963, Santa Clara County was
in the throes of annexation wars as local agencies competed
for land to meet the housing and business needs of a rapidly
growing population. The disorderly growth of this period
resulted in the conversion of productive farmland to urban
and suburban land uses; and a sprawling patchwork of
development that was difficult and costly to serve.

IN THE EARLY 1970s, LAFCO, THE COUNTY AND THE 15 CITIES
JOINTLY DEVELOPED AND ADOPTED A COUNTYWIDE POLICY
FRAMEWORK FOR MANAGING URBAN GROWTH.

Orderly,
planned
expansion of
cities — within
adopted Urban
Service Areas

COUNTYWIDE
URBAN
DEVELOPMENT
POLICIES

Annexation of
urban islands
into surrounding
cities

The Countywide Urban
Development Policies
established important mutual
commitments between the
County and the 15 cities
regarding the timing and

location of urban development.

The County agreed to limit
development within rural
unincorporated areas to rural
land uses and densities; and to
no longer compete with the
cities by approving new urban
development in urban
unincorporated islands.

The cities agreed to annex the
urban unincorporated islands
and plan for orderly urban
development and expansion
within Urban Service Area
boundaries, which they

proposed, and LAFCO adopted.

development
and urban services
within cities — not
in unincorporated
areas

Charged with the responsibility
to enforce these policies,
LAFCO carefully evaluates
proposed changes to the urban
service area boundaries to
ensure orderly, efficient and
sustainable growth patterns into
the future.

The consistent implementation
of these unique policies over the
past 45+ years has enabled more
efficient growth patterns and
continued economic prosperity
in the county, while also
facilitating the preservation of a
vast network of open space
lands in close proximity to
urbanized areas and the
sustained economic viability of
farmland outside of the cities.



