an AFCO

Local Agency Formation Commission of Santa Clara County

LAFCO MEETING MINUTES
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2017
CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 1:17 p.m.

1. ROLL CALL

The following commissioners were present:
+ Chairperson Sequoia Hall
+ Commissioner Sergio Jimenez
* Commissioner Linda J. LeZotte
* Commissioner Mike Wasserman
+ Commissioner Susan Vicklund Wilson
+ Commissioner Ken Yeager (left at 1:46 p.m.)

The following staff members were present:
* LAFCO Executive Officer Neelima Palacherla
* LAFCO Counsel Malathy Subramanian
* LAFCO Assistant Executive Officer Dunia Noel

Commissioner Wasserman announced that Commissioner Rennie in unable to attend
due to a family emergency.
2. WELCOME NEW LAFCO COMMISSIONERS

Chairperson Hall welcomed Commissioner Sergio Jimenez.

3. APPOINTMENT OF 2017 VICE CHAIR
The Commission appointed Commissioner Yeager as Vice Chairperson for 2017.
Motion: Wasserman Second: Wilson
AYES: Hall, Jimenez, LeZotte, Wasserman, Wilson, Yeager
NOES: None ABSTAIN: None ABSENT: Rennie
MOTION PASSED

4. PUBLIC COMMENTS

There were no public comments.

5. APPROVE MINUTES OF DECEMBER 7, 2016 LAFCO MEETING
The Commission approved the minutes of the December 7, 2016 LAFCO meeting.

Motion: Wasserman Second: Wilson

777 North First Street, Suite 410 =« SanJose, CA95112 « (408) 993-4713  www.santaclaralafco.org

COMMISSIONERS: Sequoia Hall, Sergio Jimenez, Rob Rennie, John L. Varela, Mike Wasserman, Susan Vicklund Wilson, Ken Yeager
ALTERNATE COMMISSIONERS: Sylvia Arenas, Cindy Chavez, Yoriko Kishimoto, Russ Melton, Terry Trumbull
EXECUTIVE OFFICER: Neelima Palacherla



AYES: Hall, Jimenez, LeZotte, Wasserman, Wilson, Yeager
NOES: None ABSTAIN: None ABSENT: Rennie
MOTION PASSED

Upon the order of the Chairperson, there being no objection, the Commission adjourned
to Closed Session at 1:19 p.m., and considered Agenda Item No. 6.

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - ANTICIPATED LITIGATION

Conference with Legal Counsel - Initiation of litigation pursuant to Government Code
54956.9(d)(4) (1 case)

The Commission reconvened to an open meeting at 1:31 p.m., and considered the
remainder of the agenda.

REPORT FROM THE CLOSED SESSION

Chairperson Hall informed that there is no report from the Closed Session.

Continued from October 5, 2016 and December 7, 2016 meetings: MONTE SERENO
URBAN SERVICE AREA (USA) AND SPHERE OF INFLUENCE (SOI) AMENDMENT
2016 (LUCKY ROAD)

This being the time and place for the public hearing, the Chairperson declared the public
hearing open, determined that there are no speakers from the public, and closed the
public hearing.

Ms. Palacherla informed that the applicant has requested continuance of the public
hearing to the April 12, 2016 LAFCO meeting.

In response to an inquiry by Commissioner Wilson, Ms. Palacherla informed that the
application was first scheduled to be heard at the October 2016 LAFCO meeting, and at
the applicant’s request it was continued to December. Commissioner Wasserman moved
to approve the continuance as requested by the applicant. Commissioner Jimenez noted
that the public hearing has been continued twice and inquired if there is a policy that
limits the number of times a continuance could be granted. Ms. Palacherla advised that
LAFCO does not have such a policy. In response to a follow-up inquiry by
Commissioner Jimenez, Ms. Palacherla informed that no major change in the
circumstances is expected. She added that the facts about the application have remained
the same since the Commission originally considered it in 2012. In response to an inquiry
by Commissioner Wilson, Ms. Subramanian advised that there would be no impediment
to LAFCO denying further continuance if such a request was made again.

The Commission continued the public hearing to April 12, 2017 at 10:00 a.m.
Motion: Wasserman Second: Jimenez

AYES: Hall, Jimenez, LeZotte, Wasserman, Wilson, Yeager

NOES: None ABSTAIN: None ABSENT: Rennie
MOTION PASSED
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10.

JARDIN DRIVE

This being the time and place for the public hearing, the Chairperson declared the public
hearing open.

Ms. Palacherla presented the staff report.

David Kornfield, Advanced Planning Services Manager, City of Los Altos, the applicant,
informed that the affected property owners are present and are in support of the staff
recommendation and the condition for approval. He expressed appreciation to staff for
their help.

Ed Mussman, a resident in the subject territory, expressed appreciation to staff for their
diligent work on this proposal. He indicated that since the property owners have paid all
fees for the permits, the changes to service connections can begin if there is favorable
LAFCO vote.

The Chairperson determined that there are no speakers from the public and closed the
public hearing

Commissioner Jimenez observed that the cities and property owners have worked
together towards a common goal and inquired if this is typical at LAFCO. Ms. Palacherla
acknowledged the collaboration and noted that in this case the proposal required support
from both cities in order to move forward. Commissioner Wilson directed attention to
the project map and indicated that the proposal complies with LAFCO policies related to
orderly growth and efficient delivery of services.

The Commission adopted Resolution No. 2017-02 approving an amendment of the USA
and SOI between the cities of Los Altos and Mountain View, and approving the Jardin
Drive Reorganization 2016.

Motion: Wilson Second: Wasserman

AYES: Hall, Jimenez, LeZotte, Wasserman, Wilson, Yeager

NOES: None ABSTAIN: None ABSENT: Rennie

MOTION PASSED

The Chairperson expressed appreciation to the residents for their work on behalf of their
neighborhood.

SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN LAFCO AND THE CITY OF MORGAN
HILL REGARDING THE CITY’S GENERAL PLAN EIR

Ms. Subramanian presented the staff report.

The Commission authorized the General Counsel to execute the Settlement Agreement.
Motion: Wasserman Second: Jimenez

AYES: Hall, Jimenez, LeZotte, Wasserman, Wilson, Yeager

NOES: None ABSTAIN: None ABSENT: Rennie

MOTION PASSED
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11.

12.

13.
13.1

13.2

13.3

13.4

EXECUTED LEASE AGREEMENT FOR LAFCO OFFICE SPACE

Ms. Noel presented the staff report, and expressed appreciation to the commissioners for
their support.

The Commission noted the report.

FINANCE COMMITTEE FOR FISCAL YEAR 2017-2018

The Commission established the Finance Committee composed of Chairperson Hall,
Commissioner Jimenez and Commissioner Wilson to work with staff to develop and
recommend the proposed FY 2017-2018 LAFCO budget for consideration by the full
commission.

Motion: Wasserman Second: Jimenez

AYES: Hall, Jimenez, LeZotte, Wasserman, Wilson

NOES: None ABSTAIN: None ABSENT: Rennie, Yeager
MOTION PASSED

EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT
NEW REPORTING REQUIREMENT FOR CERTAIN JOINT POWERS
AUTHORITIES

The Commission noted the report.

UPDATE ON MHUSD’S POTENTIAL PLANS TO PURCHASE LANDS IN
SOUTHEAST QUADRANT FOR FUTURE SCHOOL SITES AND FACILITIES

In response to an inquiry by Commissioner Wilson, Ms. Noel informed that since this
matter has been a recurring item on the Morgan Hill Unified School District Board’s
agenda, the LAFCO letter was submitted to reiterate LAFCO’s concerns and encourage
the District to work with the city to identify alternative school sites that do not conflict
with LAFCO policies.

MEETING WITH CALIFORNIA HIGH SPEED RAIL AUTHORITY STAFF

Commissioner Jimenez requested a copy of the March 2011 letter and inquired about
LAFCQ’s position on the matter. Ms. Noel advised that the California High-Speed Rail
Authority staff is working with the local community to determine potential locations for
the rail station. She informed that LAFCO is monitoring the situation, one location
identified is in the downtown, the other is yet undetermined area east of US-101. She
indicated that LAFCO is providing comments, as necessary, and has communicated its
support for infill and compact development, and avoidance of impact to agricultural
lands. She added that depending on the selected location, LAFCO could be a responsible
agency under CEQA.

SANTA CLARA COUNTY SPECIAL DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION MEETING

The Commission noted the report.

Page 4 of 6



13.5

13.6

13.7

14.
14.1

14.2

15.

16.

SANTA CLARA COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF PLANNING OFFICIALS (SCCAPO)
MEETING

The Commission noted the report.

BAY AREA LAFCOS MEETING

The Commission noted the report.

INTER-JURISDICTIONAL GIS WORKING GROUP MEETING

The Commission noted the report.

CALAFCO RELATED ACTIVITIES
2017 CALAFCO STAFF WORKSHOP

The Commission authorized staff to attend the 2017 CALAFCO Staff Workshop and
authorize travel expenses funded by the LAFCO budget

Motion: Jimenez Second: Wilson

AYES: Hall, Jimenez, LeZotte, Wasserman, Wilson

NOES: None ABSTAIN: None ABSENT: Rennie, Yeager
MOTION PASSED

REPORT ON THE CALAFCO LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

There was none.

PENDING APPLICATIONS / UPCOMING PROJECTS

There was none.

COMMISSIONER REPORTS

Commissioner LeZotte distributed copies of Greenbelt Alliance’s publication entitled At
Risk which reported that the Bay Area has about 293,100 acres of farms, ranches and
natural lands that are at risk of development over the next 30 years. She continued by
reading an excerpt from the report on Santa Clara County which states that LAFCO has
prevented the development of about 700 acres of farmlands around Gilroy, and about
1,300 acres in the southeast quadrant of Morgan Hill.

Commissioner LeZotte informed that she will no longer be the Santa Clara Valley Water
District’s representative on LAFCO and she expressed her appreciation to staff for their
counsel, wisdom and excellent work over the years. She indicated that she is most proud
of voting against the proposals that would have allowed the development of south
county lands. She indicated that she tried to uphold the essence of what LAFCO is and
impart the knowledge and understanding that LAFCO commissioners represent the
interest of the County as a whole and not that of the jurisdictions they represent.

Commissioner Wilson thanked Commissioner LeZotte for her many years of service on
LAFCO as San Jose Councilmember and as the SCVWD Board Member. She added that
Commissioner LeZotte’s comments have sometimes helped her make difficult decisions.
Chairperson Hall stated that the county is better off with Commissioner LeZotte’s
leadership and informed that he enjoyed working with her. Commissioner Wasserman
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17.

18.

22.

Approved on

expressed appreciation to Commissioner LeZotte and noted that while they sometimes
have different positions on certain proposals over the years, he has learned a lot from her
as she is intelligent and always prepared.

NEWSPAPER ARTICLES / NEWSLETTERS

Commissioner Jimenez informed that the Mercury News has an article on the Greenbelt
Alliance’s At Risk publication and encouraged commissioners to read it as it is very
informative. Ms. Palacherla informed that staff would email the article to the
comimissioners.

WRITTEN CORRESPONDENCE

There was none.

ADJOURN

The Commission adjourned at 1:58 PM to the regular LAFCO meeting on April 12, 2017
at 10:00 AM in the Board Meeting Chambers, 70 West Hedding Street, San Jose.

Sequoia Hall, Chairperson
Local Agency Formation Commission of Santa Clara County

By:

Emmanuel Abello, LAFCO Clerk
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